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Chapter One

B eth oredec hed khee,s ilcenlglga hli mttep.tec ,lii‘

Tfhmg,i vod m noyen’ eyeglgasN imlc ubp3ed II‘
Twt Hmi demnn’ glke to peet ’obsN ihe x33ec‘
T?oH mde ’ob xYec vod geYt Hee,egcjN he mi,ecs xih’ 3demth 

tlk,nlga hed goitdlni‘ “eis heNc hmc the imnpogs 3bt the ocobd hmc 3eeg 
thede Hheg he mddlyec‘

Way to make a good impression, 33... I mean Callum.
TBbi’ ”bp.lga gm,ec lgto m .lt ov i.l,eisN Beth Hmgtec to im’‘
TwNnn hmye to khek, p’ clmd’sN ihe de.nlec‘
?o.evbnn’s heNc bgceditmgc thmt Hmi bglyedimn koce vod 2w hmye go 

lgtegtlog ov ieelga ’ob mamlg0‘ fhe ab’ ibden’ ,geH thmt got mnn xdit 
cmtei nec to iekogc cmtei‘ ?ed kogyedilog dmtlo Hmi %5O‘ fhldc cmteij 
WO‘

It’s a numbers game, 33. Please read the room.
?e amye m deilagec iplne‘ TS,m’‘N
?e did hmye m glke iplnes 3bt the .do3nep Hmi mnn the othed itbr‘ 

1enns got all the othed itbr‘ Cope itbr‘ fhe lgm3lnlt’ to tm,e mg 
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lgtedeit lg hed nlve4got ”bit hed kheit4Hmi m tbdg7ors ei.eklmnn’ 
mi hli .doxne biec the Hodc 2ep.mthetlk0‘ -gc ihe hmcgNt 3eeg 
thdlnnec 3’ hli Pz7plgbte clikobdie og yotlga kogitltbegk’ 3obgcmd’ 
khmgaei‘ 

Che had khek,ec hed Hmtkh‘ Cb3tn’‘
Ctlnns itmgclga obtilce 1lgkheitedNi xgeit iemvooc deitmbdmgts ihe 

demnliec ihe Hmi 3elga hmdc og Emnnbp‘ Medhm.i xdit cmte gedyei hmc 
kmbiec hli yed3mn clmddhoem‘ Medhm.i he ilp.n’ noyec hli ”o3‘ Medhm.i 
he Hmi td’lga to ito. her vdop tmn,lga m3obt the Hodnc ov yegtbde 
km.ltmn‘ Medhm.i he Hmgtec mg eYkbie to amFe lgto hed e’ei‘ ?e hmc 
3eeg‘ CheNc amFec lgto hli‘ - plitm,es alyeg the mttep.tec ,lii‘ ?e 
pbit hmye thobaht thlgai hmc aoge Henn‘ -gc the’ hmc4pode od neii‘

?eNc mddlyec og tlpe‘ ?eNc kobdteobin’ .mlc vod clgged‘ ?eNc 
o.egec the cood vod hed‘ -nn 3la tlk,i‘ Bbt thede Hmi the 3demth thlga‘
-gc hli lgkeiimgt e’e3doH tbaalga‘ -gc hli -..ne 1mtkh vmke Hmi
the :lk,e’ :obie oge‘ Ulge lv ’obNde tegs got lv ’obNde thldt’7ieyeg‘

Cope .eo.ne plaht kmnn Beth .lk,’‘ uo… ihe Hmi peden’ 3elga 
kmdevbn‘ Sgke 3lttegs tHlke ih’‘

T1hede mde ’ob .md,ecjN he mi,ec‘
Tw kmpe og the 3bi‘N Che .olgtec mkdoii the domc to m 3bi ito. thmt 

Hmi pedklvbnn’ knoie 3bt gots tekhglkmnn’s hedi‘
T1mgt m nlvtjN
TDpV gos thmg,i‘N
Jlim..olgtpegt .bdiec hli nl.i‘ TS,m’‘ wNp thli Hm’‘N ?e Hmyec 

hed to the .eceitdlmg kdoiilga‘
At least he’s being a gent. And he’s already tried the kiss thing, so 

hopefully no more of that in a mo.
-t the Hdoga 3bi ito.s the’ ihoo, hmgci‘
Tfhmg,i vod Hmn,lga pe oyedsN ihe imlc‘ TJdlye imve‘N
Tfm,e lt emi’s Beth‘ wNnn Hmlt to hemd vdop ’ob‘N
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T-3ionbten’‘N Che (mihec m iplne mgc .md,ec hed 3mk,ilce og the
ino.lga inm3 ov .nmitlk thmt kogitltbtec m iemt bgced the 3bi ihented‘

:edklvbnn’s he too, thmt to pemg 2—gc ov the eyeglga‘ uoH .nemie 
ioc or0s mgc cbn’ itdonnec mHm’‘

- 3bi anlcec to m hmnt Hlth m hlii ov mld 3dm,ei‘
?ed itopmkh tegiec‘
Please don’t look over your shoulder.
?e noo,ec oyed hli ihobnced‘
Che anmgkec mt the pmtdlY cli.nm’ bgced the kmgo.’Ni doov‘ fhli

ito. ogn’ iedyec oge dobte‘ 
Shit.
Co ihe ite..ec m3omdc mgc mnpoit pmce lt to the ionltmd’ ymkmgt iemt 

3evode the 3bi .bnnec mHm’‘ -npoit‘
fhe nbdkh thdeH hed ilceHm’i‘ Che adm33ec vod the dmln‘ :liiec‘ 

fo..nec lgto mg onced Hopmg lg m .bd.ne 3edets Hho ihot Beth the 
eylni‘

TCodd’sN Beth imlcs adlpmklga‘ fhegs .do.ennec 3’ the yehlkneNi 
mkkenedmtlog mgc m cei.edmtlog to eikm.e the ikege ov the kdlpes ihe 
3nbgcedec b. to the 3mk, doHs Hhmk,lga hed hemc og the noH kelnlgas 
mgc thbp.ec coHg ogto the iemt‘

Fucking fuckety fuck.
Ab33lga hed hemcs ihe too, obt hed .hoge to khek, the dobtes iee 

Hhede ihe Hmi 3elga bgHlttlgan’ tm,eg‘ fhe 3bi inoHec‘
In every crisis, there is opportunity.
Che  i.dmga  b.s  ,ee.lga  hed  hemc  3oHecs  net  the  yehlkneNi 

popegtbp kmdd’ hed to the coodis theg ite..ec admtevbnn’ 3mk, lgto 
the koon )bge cbi,‘

Lnmgklga gedyobin’ mdobgc4”bit hed nbk, thmt Emnnbp Hobnc itlnn 
3e itdonnlga .mit4ihe kdoiiec the domc mgc iekdetec hedienv lg mgothed 
ihenteds demc’ to hemc 3mk, to hed actual ceitlgmtlog‘

Ulvteeg plgbtei nmteds ihe mddlyec mt hed ib3bd3mg iepl‘
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wg the hmnnHm’s ihe tbaaec or hed noH heeni mgc .bt thep og the 
ipmnn dmk,‘ -i Emnnbp Hmi m ilY7vooteds iheNc mccec mg eYtdm lgkh ogto 
hed WNz0s og the or7khmgke the’Nc aet lgto m ipookh‘ -i lt Hmis ihe 
HobncgNt 3e ,liilga hlp mamlg‘

Best to rip the plaster off quickly.
Che .bnnec obt hed .hoges thbp3ec the cmtlga m..s nokmtec hli 

.doxnes mgc iegt m 3dlev 3bt .onlte gote im’lga ihe clcgNt Hmgt to tm,e 
thlgai mg’ vbdthed‘

Enoilga hed e’eis ihe net obt m 3demth ov denlev‘
Sorry, 33. You were not my lucky number.
fhe nlahti Hede og lg the nlylga doop‘ Beth clcgNt nl,e koplga 

hope to cmd,geii4got obt ov vemds ogn’ to alye iope iegie ov Hmdpth 
mgc kopvodt‘ Edbimclga gm’im’edi nl,e 1lniog qgbp3ed %5Q Hobnc 
hmye mkkbiec hed ov ilgane7hmgcecn’ ,lnnlga the .nmget 3’ ,ee.lga 
thdee 3bn3i og bggekeiimdln’‘ ?oHeyeds ihe clcgNt kmde Hhmt 1lniog 
)oie.h thobahts 3ekmbie heNc igeeFec Hlthobt koyedlga hli goies 
dek,ogec Hopeg HedegNt kbt obt vod voot3mnns mgc hmc hli 3nooc’ 
gmpe the Hdoga Hm’ dobgc‘

Che anmgkec mt the tdlo ov Hhli,’ 3ottnei og the ilce kb.3omdc‘
wt Hmi Cmtbdcm’ glahts mgc mvted the eyeglgaNi vmlnbdes ihe ceiedyec 

m tot‘ fo hed kdeclts ihe hmcgNt hmc m cdlg, vonnoHlga every 3mc cmte‘ 
CheNc 3e m dmalga mnkohonlk 3’ goH‘ wgitemcs iheNc pmlgtmlgec the 
pmgtdm thmt lt Hmi m gbp3edi ampe mgc ihe peden’ geecec to ,lii m 
veH pode vdoai‘ wcemnn’s petm.hodlkmnn’‘ Bbt the ampe Hmi 3ekoplga 
teclobi mgc cliegkhmgtlga‘

Che .obdec m xgaed ov Lnegvmdknmi RW’o lgto oge ov m .mld ov 
kbt7anmii tbp3nedi‘ Cope Hecclga .deiegti Hede too glke to thdoH 
mHm’‘ Sd net 6eog hmye‘

- kodged ov the doop iIbmH,ec‘
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Che Hmgcedec oyed mgc o.egec the kmae cood‘ T?e’s JblgkbgY‘N 
Che nlvtec the .mddot ogto hed ihobnced‘ T-g’thlga to im’ vod ’obdienv 
toglahtjN

TCIbmH,‘N
wg glge pogthis the .mddot hmcgNt imlc m ilgane 3nooc’ Hodc‘ CheNc 

kogilcedec mi,lga the dehoplga kegtde vod m devbgcs ei.eklmnn’ mi the 
3ldc Hmi thede 3ekmbie lti .deylobi oHged hmc 3ekope vec b. Hlth 
lti kogitmgt khmtted‘ wt Hmi m henn ov m denmtlogihl. nltpbi teit thmt ihe 
kobncgNt eyeg xgc m .et thmt Hmi og hed Hmyenegath‘ CheNc hmc 3etted 
kogyedimtlog Hlth )edep’ qgbp3ed zQ mgc hli i.md,nlga de.mdtee hmc 
o.egec Hlth 21hmtNi ’obd vmyobdlte t’.e ov 3demcj0

Che img, lgto the iovmNi Henkope ep3dmke‘ JblgkbgY gbFFnec mt
hed hmld‘

CheNc 3obaht the 3ldc vod kop.mg’s iopethlga to xnn the hobie 
thmt vent yed’ ep.t’ Hheg 6eog poyec obt‘ - kop.mglog Hho clcgNt 
kop.nmlg mt mnpoit eyed’ G-A ceklilog og :mtkh Sv fhe Jm’‘ “et 
Beth clcgNt deiegt hed ioog7to73e eY7hbi3mgc vod Hmtkhlga voot3mnn‘ 
Che plaht mi Henn hmye 3eeg mggo’ec m3obt the tolnet iemt 3elga nevt 
b. od hlp vmnnlga minee. lppeclmten’ mvted ieY‘ Dgvmld lv the ieY Hmi
eYkennegt‘ -gc 6eogNi Hmi‘

Che il..ec the Hhli,’‘ wti ipooth Hmdpth inl..ec coHg hed 
thdomt‘

6eog geyed m..deklmtec Hhli,’‘ fhmt HmigNt Hh’ the’ i.nlt‘ uo 
ilgane thlga Hmis tdbthvbnn’‘ fhe’ ilp.n’ demkhec the egc ov the domc‘

?e HmigNt m .mddot .ediog elthed‘ 1heg the’Nc hoo,ec b.s tHenye 
’emdi maos mae %%s heNc pok,ec hed konnektlog ov .mddot .mdm.hedgmnlm‘ 
6mteds Hheg the’Nc poyec lgto thlis the pmdltmn hobiehoncs hed 
konobdvbn mddm’ ov i,etkheis tdlg,eti mgc xabdlgei Hmi 3mglihec to the 
novt‘

Che itlnn hmcgNt detdleyec the ,ee.im,ei‘ Medhm.i topoddoH‘
Give Quincunx some avian company, after a fashion.
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Che itdo,ec hli Hhlte vemthedi‘
1hmt hmc kmbiec the ibn.hbd7kdeitec kok,mtoo to vmnn ilnegtj 1mi 

lt the egyldogpegtj fhe tegilog ov clyodke lg the mldj ?li kmaej Jlc 
the nlttne ab’ hmte hli gmpej

Is it me, buddy, not you? I give as much love as I can.
1enns thede Hmi go Hm’ ihe Hmi itlk,lga Hlth 2Eok,’0s the gmpe 

Hheg ihe mkIbldec hlp‘ “eis ltNi iHeet Hheg m khlnc gmpei m .ets 3bt lv 
iheNc lgtdocbkec hlp to vdlegci mi 2Eok,’ the kok,mtoo0s the’ plaht 
hmye dbihec obt mgc 3obaht hed m connNi hobie od iope noop 3mgci‘

Beilceis 2JblgkbgY0 Hmi glken’ pmthi7’s mi Henn mi iobgclga m 3lt 
dbce‘ wv ihe vobgc m 3no,e Hodth’ ov 3dlgalga hope4Beg qgbp3ed 
%KQ Hmi the ogn’ oge io vmd4mgc he ,geH the Hodc pemgt the .mttedg 
ov xye coti og clkes ihe Hmi ogto m aooc thlga‘ :d Alaht geecec to 
hmye m ipmdt hemc og hli ihobncediV mgc vbnxn othed kdltedlm‘

:mg’s mcplttecn’‘
foo pmg’s m..mdegtn’‘
?oH kope thmt Hlth thobimgci ov enlal3ne peg lg the kobgtd’s 

.negt’ ov Hm’i to peet theps mgc m dmgae ov m..i to vmklnltmte the 
cmtlga ampes iheNc itdbk, obt Hlth Iblte pmaglxkegt kogilitegk’j

Is it me, not them?
Che iHl.ec to the iekogc ikdeeg ov hed .hoges henc m thbp3 to the 

khoieg lkogs mgcs Hheg the’ mnn ”laanecs ihe tm..ec the tlg’ plgbi 
ilag‘

2Jenete -..0j
You betcha.
fm.‘
wv noye tdbn’ Hmi m gbp3edi ampes Beth :oode Hmi vec b. Hlth 

kobgtlga‘

K



Also by the Author

The Cathedral City Comedies – a rom-com series

"Floored"
"Appy Ever After"

Book 3 – Autumn 2026

Touchline Girls – a sports rom-com series

"Match Daze"
Book 2 – TBC
Book 3 – TBC

Pavilion Girls – a women’s cricket rom-com series

"Wicket Maiden"
Book 2 – Spring 2026
Book 3 – Spring 2027



Also from the Publisher

Here’s the complete list of books from Valericain Press.
Whether your reading taste includes sci-,q romanceq comedyq or 

something 3uirkierq there may be a story here for you.




