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Chapter 1

T om Honey levered oh isg astnk ietd tnd gtnb ko kie cen.iA 
wnokier ksrtde Itg sn.omsnaA Yk Itg snevsktcleA pek ie Itg 

dosna isg cegkA Tiey tll IereA Yk gsm’ly Itgnuk eno—aiFtg —g—tlA
Oookctll gk—dg kt’’ed nervo—gly on kie gktsned .on.reke foorA 

,—k oJ kie .isll ,.kocer IsndD Tomug J—rry cookg Iere kotgksna isg 
tnblegA

zt.b xoyle ltgered t at-e on kie eleven ’ltyergA Tie mtntaer 
loobed every msn—ke oJ isg gs‘ky yetrgFtg ie oJken dsd d—rsna kie 
itlJMksme rollo.bsnagA

BLy IsJe .oobg kie Iorgk rotgk dsnner sn kie .o—nkryA Tie .trrokg 
itve kie ktgke tnd .ongsgken.y oJ ’—kkyA Tie ’etg tre lsbe ’—l’ed 
neIg’t’erD tnd kie rotgk ’oktkoeg Yum kisnbsna oJ ohersna ko kie 
wrmy tg .iet’ m—nsksongAu zt.b g—rveyed isg it’legg .itraegA B1—k 
rsaik noID Yud rtkier itve kiem o—k kiere sn kie ge.ond itlJ kitn 
yo— c—n.i oJ veaektclegAu

Hmm, vegetables this time, Tom m—gedA Ctgk ksmeD sk Itg giee’A 
Tie ’revso—g IeebD t menkson oJ lemmsnag tnd ctntnt gbsngA
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w msdUelder  mek Tomug  eye tnd arsmt.edA  Tom ohered t 
ky’s.tlly gocer gir—aA Yk Itgnuk his 4oc ko bs.b kie cloody ctllA

zt.b 4tmmed isg itndg on isg is’gA BYkug nok over tk Jo—rMnslA 
1romley ’roved kitk Iien kiey .tme ct.b ko cetk —g UveMJo—rA Tie 
.r—.stl kisna sg aotlgA 6t—lFyo— msaik kry tsmsna between kie ’ogkg 
sn kisg itlJA Eegk oJ yo—Fkiey trenuk Ltn cleedsna ?nskedA Tiesr 
leJk Isnaer sg tn —nderktberD tnd kiesr n—mcer G creedg k—rbeygA 
z—gk ao Jor kiesr IetbneggegA Tiesr aotlse sg yer ztmeg xetnF.tnuk 
itndle .ornergA wnd Ie bnoI Iio tke tll kie ’segFn—mcer WA 
po—ure better kitn kisgA HoI tco—k gome oJ kitk S—’ g’srskD i—i…u 
He .lt’’ed isg itndgA BPoI lekug itve gome ietrkAu He giooed 
kiem tItyA B2o onAu

Tom Itnked ko ’osnk o—k kitk kiey weren’t cekker kitn kisgA Tiey 
.erktsnly Ierenuk t mtk.i Jor kodtyug o’’ogsksonD Lygkon EovergA 
Tiey itdnuk ceen Jor kiree yetrgA Co.tl rsvtlrseg tre tlItyg ko—aiA 
Zorge Iien kie oddgD tnd isgkoryD tre tatsngk yo—A

He gsaied itrdD kien rogeD lsJksna isg ietd Jrom kie cen.iA
BPok yo—D TomDu zt.b gtsdA
Tom gItlloIedA A familiar dressing down, surely?
zt.b gioob isg ietdA BYkug nok aood eno—aiA Po Ionder Ieure 

cloody Jo—rMnsl doInA po— bnoI kie ehe.k yo— .tn itve on kiege 
a—ygA po— aek aosnaD kie .roId aekg aosnaD sng’sreg kie Iiole ketmA 
po—ure nok even tk kie cloody atme kodtyA Ze need yo—D ge.ond 
itlJA Ltbe tn ehorkD tlrsaik…u

Tiere Itg no ’osnk sn Tom tra—snaA He was mtbsna tn ehorkA 
pekD Iskio—k isg“ mo4o“ kisnag geldom Ienk Iell Jor Stkksnaley 
ToIn OSA

BZsll doD zt.bDu ie m—mcledA
B2oodA ,r yo—ure o—kAu Tie mtntaer giok t Iskiersna loobD 

ctnaed kiro—ai kie Itr’ed dreggsna room doorD tnd Itg aoneA
Tie ltgk Iord e.ioed kiro—ai kie roomA
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Out? You can’t do that. Well, you can, but why today? What’s 
special about today? We’ve been rubbish—patchy, if you want a kind 
term—for weeks.

YJ (Tie Stkg) itd ceen tn t.k—tl .tkD sk Io—ld itve ceen ktben ko 
kie vek tnd K—sekly ’—k o—k oJ skg ’tsnA Tie No—kiern Somcsntkson 
Oookctll Ceta—e Io—ld ce t dsgktnk memoryD tnd Tom Honey 
Io—ld need ko Und tnokier Ity ko o..—’y isg Ntk—rdty tJkernoong 
8’l—g o..tgsontl msdIeeb atmeg tnd Ti—rgdty krtsnsna geggsong!A

How about a little faith, Jack? We’re not on our ninth life yet.
Maybe the eighth, though.
zt.b  Itg  rsaik  tco—k  one  kisnaA  Tom  .o—ldFon  t  aood 

dtyFmtbe  t  dsheren.eA  HoIeverD  kie  aood  dtyg  snvtrstcly 
.osn.sded Iski kie ’ersodg Iien ie Itg sn loveA ,r tk letgkD sn t 
reltksongis’A

Tie Stkgu getgon itd gktrked ’romsgsnalyA Osve Isng sn kie Urgk 
geven atmegA Tien 3tslt d—m’ed ism Jor cesna (koo m—.i oJ 
t drsJker)A w’’trenklyD cesna (retlly g.r—mmy) 8ier IordgD gome 
monkig etrlser! Itgnuk g—:.senk ko iold ier snkeregkA

Tie  ketm  itdnuk  Ion  t  Ceta—e  atme  gsn.e  kie  cretb—’A 
HoIeverD sne‘’ls.tcly tnd Iskio—k ’re.edenkD kiey itd gK—ee-ed 
kiro—ai tll Jo—r Ow S—’ K—tlsJysna ro—ndgA Yn kiesr ”0 yetr isgkoryD 
Stkksnaley ToIn OS itd never aok kisg JtrA Pe‘k monkiD kieyud ce 
sn kie Osrgk Eo—nd ’ro’erV

And lose, almost certainly.
Still, the First Round! Come on, Jack—we have our moments.
1—k kiey needed more kitn momenkgA YdetllyD IeebgA wndD 

ctged on kie ’tkkern oJ ’tgk reg—lkgD kitk Io—ld only it’’en sJ 
Tom .o—ld .tktlyge kie ’ltyerg ko mtbe t de.enk Ugk oJ kisnag Jor 
nsneky msn—keg or go every IeebA NoD kie K—s.ber ie aok o—k oJ isg 
J—nbFtnd snko loveFkie gooner kie .l—cug releatkson Ioeg Io—ld 
tctkeA jtgser gtsd kitn doneA Cove doegnuk .onvensenkly .ome tlona 
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Iien yo— need skA Yk ktbeg skg oIn gIeek ksmeA wnd Stkksnaley ToIn 
dsdnuk itve JoreverA

Zski t gsai oJ regsantksonD Tom ’—lled kie i—ae J—rM.overed 
ietd’se.e over isg oIn noaasnD gK—ee-ed kiro—ai kie doorIty tnd 
’tdded o—k ko kie ko—.ilsneA

 
BSome onD Tie StkgVu yelled gome ’oor io’eJ—l go—lA
BNks.b sk ko kiemD StkksnaleyVu
BStkg cetk ms.e tny dtyVu ctIled tnokierF.letrly —nJtmslstr 

Iski kie re.enk gktkgD Iis.i retd5
 
Cattingley Town FC (“The Cats”) vs. Myston Rovers (“The 

Mice”)
Played 6 Won 0 Drawn 0 Lost 6

 
Sonkrtgksna en.o—rtaemenkg rtsned doIn Jrom kie o’’ogskson 

g—’’orkergFn—mcersna tro—nd ”QQFIio Iere Itvsna tnd 
ctIlsna sn kie wltn Nsm’gon Zegk Nktnd 8g’ongored cy 9sllserg 
HtrdItre!A

Tiree vol—nkeer gkeItrdgFone on isg ’ioneD one Itk.isna 
kie mtk.iD one .itkksna Iski t mtke netr kie Itr’ed Iooden 
tdverksgsna  iotrdsnaFIere  .itraed  Iski  bee’sna  kie  kIo 
vo.sJero—g trmseg oJ Jtng Jrom loccsna tnykisna more kitn 9Mgsang 
tnd (kogger) aegk—reg tk et.i okierA

Tom  regkrs.ked  isg  tnks.g  ko  kie  ko—.ilsne  cegsde  kie 
IellM’o’—ltked jtgk Nktnd 8g’ongored cy Tsmmsng Needg!A ?ntcle 
ko oher vo.tl en.o—rtaemenk Jrom sngsde kie c—lco—g ietd oJ 
NnoIy Tie StkD isg .ieerletdsna Itg lsmsked ko t vtrseky oJ Itveg 
tnd aegk—regD t JeI J—llMcody ’ogegD t aenkle 4oaD or t .o—’le oJ gktr 
4—m’g sJ ie Itg Jeelsna eneraeks.A ,n t aood dtyD t crseJ .itnk oJ 
(NnoMIyD NnoMIy) msaik rs’’le kiro—ai t JeI do-en oJ kie mogk 
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trdenk Stkg JtngA TodtyD ioIeverD kie .ogk—me Jelk ietvser kitn 
—g—tlA

Yn kie WRgk msn—keD Lygkon g.oredA Yk Itg kiesr tnnoysnaly 
t..om’lsgied tnd gioIy gkrsberD ztmse HtgbellA

BO—.bDu Tom cretkiedA
Tie Lygkon g—’’orkerg Ienk IsldA Srseg oJ (po—ure aosna 

doIn) crobe o—kA Tiesr mtg.okD Sieeger Tie Lo—geD dsd kIo gktr 
4—m’g tnd kien moonItlbedA

pegD kiey even itd t .ooler mtg.okA NksllD Tom koob ietrk kitk 
kie .ogk—meug snitcsktnkD zerry ,uSonnellD Itg t krt:. Itrden 
tndD kiereJoreD go—ndly deg’sged cy kie lo.tl ’o’—ltkson Jor kie 
remtsnsna gs‘ dtygD kIenkyMkIo tnd t itlJ io—rg oJ kie IeebA

Pocody deg’sged Tom HoneyA Tiey .o—ldnukA He never dsd 
tnykisna oJ noke kitk .o—ld ce deg’sgedA

So there, Cheeser. Up yours.
Yn kie M7rd msn—keD Tie Stkg isk kie ’ogkA
Yn kie MGki msn—keD Tie Ls.e g.ored tatsnA
BO—.bDu Tom gtsdD ’roctcly sn —nsgon Iski kie okier Stkksnaley 

devokeegA
Please don’t do anything rash, lads.
No point in getting injured when the game is already lost. Save 

your strength for next week.
Yn kie 0Nki msn—keD .enkreMct.b 3ev zoneg mtde t glsdsna kt.ble 

ko ktbe o—k HtgbellD Iio Itg kiro—ai on aotl tatsnA 1oki Ienk 
doIn itrdA

B1loody sdsokDu Tom g’tkA
Yk Io—ld itve ceen .i—rlsgi ko Isgi itrm on gomeone Iio Itg 

ktllD dtrbD itndgomeD tkileks. tnd ’ltyed Jor Tie Stkg tr.iMrsvtlgD 
go Tom only io’ed kitk ztmse Htgbell Itgnuk actually detdA

HoIeverD tJker UJkeen ge.ondgD Iien kie movemenk oJ coki 
’ltyerg remtsned gl—aasgiD xtveD Stkksnaleyug lonaMgervsna ’iygsoD 
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Itg oh kie cen.i lsbe t gktrkled 8kio—ai taesna! itreD tnd mtbsna 
t ceelsne Jor kie sn.sdenkA

HtlJIty kiereD xtveug leJk lea eg.t’ed Jrom —nder ismD giok o—k 
tk t gs.bensna tnaleD tnd kie mtn .r—m’led ko kie k—rJ Iski t yoIl 
Iis.i ’roctcly .trrsed ko kie .tr ’trb 8—ng—rJt.edD Itk.i o—k Jor 
kie csa ’okiole on kie Jtr gsde!A

Lygkonug ’iygso sanored isg doIned .olleta—e tnd ’elked ko 
Iiere ztmse Htgbell Itg Irskisna tro—nd lsbe t No—ki wmers.tn 
’ltyer Iioud ceen r—n over cy t gketmroller .overed sn gkry.insneA

Tom Itndered ct.b ko kie d—ao—k tret tg kie .roId remtsned 
i—giedA zt.b tnd kie Jo—r g—cgksk—keg Iere dsg.—ggsna tg’e.kg oJ kie 
dect.leA ,n kie ’sk.iD kiree Stkg ’ltyerg atkiered tro—nd xtve tnd 
asnaerly eg.orked ism ko kie gsdelsneA TIo oJ kie g—cg iel’ed kie 
’iygso lsm’ tIty ko kie .itnasna roomgD isg Jt.e renk sn taonyA

3ev zoneg tnd ztmse Htgbell Iere —nsn4—redD c—k Htgbell gksll 
enataed sn t ksrtde Iis.i Io—ld itve itd kie T9 clee’Mmt.isne 
o’ertkor sn g’tgmg“ sJ g—.i t mtk.i Iere ever kelevsgedD Iis.iD oJ 
.o—rgeD sk Io—ldnuk ceA

Tie Untl Uve msn—keg oJ kie atmeD ’l—g kiree Jor sn4—ry ksmeD 
Iere ’ltyed sn tn tkmog’iere yo— .o—ld .—k Iski t crotdgIordA

wk kie IisgkleD t gmtkker oJ t’’lt—ge rs’’led kiro—ai kie Stkgu 
g—’’orkergA Tom cleI o—k Jtmslstr ’ogkMatme gsaiA

BNnoIy…u .tlled t gmtll vos.eA
w yo—na asrl Itg IsdeMeyed Iski e‘’e.ktksonA Tom g.tm’ered 

over ko kie lo’gsded ’sk.igsde iotrdsnaD tnd ohered t ’tI Jor 
ier ko loIMUveA w c—rly clobeFdo—cklegg ier dtdF’—lled o—k isg 
’ioneA 

Tom bneI kie drsllD rtre kio—ai sk ItgA He ’er.ied on kie edae 
oJ kie rs.beky cotrdD ’—k isg trm tro—nd kie asrlug gio—lderD tndD 
Iski kie okier itndD ohered kie cegk ki—mcgM—’ kitk kie J—rry mskk 

W



LwTSH xwqj

.o—ld JormA He even Jo—nd ismgelJ arsnnsna sntnelyFIis.i Itg 
sdsoks.D ce.t—ge isg Jt.e Itg .om’lekely ocg.—redA

BTitnbgD mtkeDu gtsd kie a—yA
Tom io’ed kie asrl Itgnuk ltco—rsna —nder kie nokson kitk 

NnoIy Itg t retlFnok ko menkson astnk tnd .treIornFJelsneA Nie 
gK—ee-ed NnoIyug ItsgkD kien koob ier Jtkierug itnd tnd led ism 
koItrdg kie atkeA

Maybe this stupid lark does have its moments.
Tie reJ Itg letdsna kie ’ltyerg ohA Zordg Iere cesna e‘.itnaedA 

wg Tom tmcled tro—ndD artccsna dsg.ongoltke isaiMUveg Jrom 
ketmmtkegD gomekisna ki—dded snko ismA

BHeyD Itk.i Iiere yo—ure aosnaVu
Tiro—ai isg eye iolegD ie gtI kie g.oIl oJ t cr—nekkeA BNorryDu ie 

gtsdA
Nie k—kkedD kien 4oaaed over ko Htgbell tnd ltnded t Jtk bsgg on 

isg mo—kiA BZell doneA po— obty…u
BpetiA  O—.bsna zonegAu  Tie gkrsber  cr—gied m—d Jrom isg 

JoreietdA
B,btyAu Nie ’e.bed ism tatsnA BNee yo— o—kgsdeAu
BZiere kie J—.b yo— aosnaD Co-…u
BY Itnk ko .ie.b on xtveAu
BTie ’iygso… Heug t StkA Cetve ism tloneA Nk—’sd old ctgktrdAu
BCoobD ztmseFu gie ’rokegkedA
BCetve ism tloneAu Htgbell gIsvelledA Bwnd Iitk yo— loobsna tkD 

loger…u
Tom Itg eyesna kie asrlug itsrA wnd Jt.eA wnd ’iygsK—eA
Probably best not to say that, though.
BCetve ism tloneD ztmseDu gie gtsd UrmlyA BZio bnoIg Iiere ieug 

loobsnaD sn kitk gk—’sd aekM—’Au
Tom tvosded meeksna ier eyeD tnd eg’e.stlly ier coyJrsendugA Or 

brother’s? Perhaps? Hopefully?
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He m—mcled gomekisna sn.oierenk tnd .l—m’ed tItyA
B,sD Iitk yo— loobsna tkD ’—ggy…u
Yk Itgnuk kie Urgk ksme Tom itd ietrd kitk mtn—Jt.k—red 

tmcsa—skyA Heud never rsgen ko skD tnd Itgnuk tco—k ko noIA Htgbell 
Itg gs‘Mone tnd .o—ld ’roctcly ’—n.i kiro—ai kie c—lco—g .tk 
ietd rsaik snko Tomug Jronktl .orke‘A Tien kieyud itve kie gtme 
YOA

Tom be’k ItlbsnaA 
Surely she’ll say something like, “He’s not worth it, babe”? Please?
BpetiA Sis.ben tg Iell tg t ’—ggyDu Htgbell g’tkA
B,sD mtkeVu
Tom sdenksUed kitk vos.e tg Ltrksn ZiskeD Tie Stkgu loJky 

aotlbee’erA
BZitk…u ztmse gnt’’edA
Bpo— IonD obty… Cetve sk tk kitkAu
BTiree ’tgk yo— kisg ksmeD ZiskeyAu
BZitkeverDu Ltrksn g.ohedA
Bpo—ure tll tg gisk tg everDu gtsd tnokier Lygkon ’ltyerA
Bwk letgk Ieure gksll sn kie S—’Du ’s’ed —’ tnokier ’tggsna StkA
Tom rolled isg eyegA
Bwnd go tre IeD ’rs.bDu ztmse ’osnked o—kA
B,iA 1ollo.bgAu
Tom itgkened isg gkrsdeA
BHo’e Ie aek drtIn tatsngk yo—D go Ie .tn Is’e kie gmsle oh 

yo—r Jt.eDu ztmse tddedA
BZitk dsd yo— gty…u Ltrksn demtndedA
BZeull cook yo—r ’—ggy trgeg o—k oJ kie S—’ tg Iell tg kie leta—eAu
Tom itgkened even moreA
Tiere Iere go—ndg oJ t k—ggleA Nio—kgA Tie reJ .itraed ’tgk TomA 

Tie asrl e‘skedD more K—s.blyD sn kie okier dsre.ksonA
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He atve ier t Isde cerki tg gie 4oaaed koItrdg kie dreggsna 
roomgA  He dsdnuk  Itnk  ko  c—m’ ier  tatsnA  Pok  ko  rsgb  kie 
Iskiersna loobD nok ko gloI ier ’roareggD nok ce.t—ge Htgbell msaik 
bno.b Tomug astnk ietd snko loI jtrki orcskA

1—k ce.t—ge ieud ce.ome sngktnkly gmskken cy ierA
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